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flame was very clear. A venerable
bearded priest stood beside the lamp.
Hla discourse was earnest and solemn
Hoth man and woizxa hearers were
very attentive

The ceremonies of worship are quite
simple, but the mysteries of tie faith
may be less so The Partee who
have been educated tn England and
many of those whose English educa-
tion has been obta.ned la Bombay
resent lie designation of fire worship-
ers.

One of them gave rce a monograph,
written by a Parse barrister in Lon
don, w hich explained the creed of the
followers of Zoroaster as one of good
thoughts, good words and good deedv
with the sacred Same as a symbol of
the effulgence of the deity. It is not
denied, however, that contact with
Hindus and Mohammedans has caused
corruptions to creep into the creed.
The Hindus and Moslems regard the
I'arsee as fire worshipers

It was on a New Year day that I
drove out to Malabar hill, where are
located the Towers of Silence, or the
Parsee cemetery. Every traveler takes
this drive, it is p&si tte other ceme-
teries. Christian and Mohammedan
burial grounds and the Hindu burning
ghat. Tte cemetery c.f the Chmliar-- s

is no logger used, but on almost any
day there will be X'ol.ammedan fu-

tierais and Hindu crercatior.a
On this day ttiere were two Mohatn-med&-

funerals and three parties of
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N'DIA beats the world for tbem number and variety of its Sew
Year days and this la so be-

cause of tbe large number of
racva and religions.

When a traveler who expects to
spend some time In the country goes
to the bank with his letter of credit,
usually a card is handed bim on which
Is printed the various holidays. Tbis
Is for his convenience, ao that be
will not let himself get out of funds
and go to the bank in a hurry, only
to Cud It closed on account of aoma
holiday. The holiday may be Cfcne- -

tlan. Mohammedan or ti-- of any one
of the numerous Hindu seel.

When the usual card was given toe
In Bombay, saya a writer. I noted tbe
number of these holiday which were
ascribed to New Year. They did not
exactly bear out tha humorous de-
scription of every day in the year as
a New Year day. but there seemed
hardly a month of the Christian calen-
dar which did not have at least one
New Year designated, and lo some
months there were more.

Kaleidoscopic Bombay observes all
these New Year days because the
stream of Asiatic life which circulatea
through it includes all the civilisation
and all the race and religions of the
Orient, with some additions from the
Occident. The spirit in ono of cath-- j

ollcity.
All the races and all the religious

j sects observe the New Year of the
j Christian calendar, because British

rule of India Is reflected in this day;
but tbey also obterve the New Year of
the different races and religions
among themselves, at least to the ex-

tent of knocking off w.irk.
Whether in llombay or llenarea. tbe

motikey temple fcss it throng of liin
i du worshiper, and the Mohamme-

dan often are not unwilling to share
In the obserTar.ee to the extent of
foregoing their business activities.

I The Hindus on their part art? apt lo
' think It a shame to work on a Moham

tnedan New Year day when the Mos
Imi population may be thivngiiig the
Jumma Musjuid mow-jue- So It goes
all round the circle of New Year boll-davi- t

There is a simple arithmetical meth-
od of calculating the time from the
Hcgira in the terms of the Christian
era. but the easier way is to acevp!
without question, the (act t).;al such
and such a day 1 ti e New Year of
the Mohammedan era Similarly, the
New Year of the HuUdhlsts and the
l'ralimlnii sjid the Jatus and the SikU
may be accepted without bothering
alxuit the calendar.

The. I'ntUb New Year In 1'omhav.
or t'alcutta. or w.;hi it much the
same as In Knginml

While the Christian New Year Is
formal and stately on account of Urlt
Ish authority, it has 1" standing than
the New Year of the Parseoa, because
It Is a single day s observance, while
the Parsee take two days The year
I happened to be In Hombay was the
I'arsee Yatdetartil. i;7S. and the New In
l ear ds came on September 13 and
14.

On this day I was afforded the op
portunity of witnessing the Parsce re-
ligious observances, or Zoroastrtan
services It was in the Allbiess Hagh,
on the Charnl road Their churches
or temples of worship are free from
architectural pretensions without and
within. They are more like an ordi-
nary hall.

In this temple tha women were gath-
ered at one end of tbe room and the
men at the other end. In the space
between was a aland holding a lamp
with the eternal fire under glaas Tbe
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mourners in their whit rc ies walking
two abreast, each pair holding a hand-
kerchief. The Parse acoo ants aay
that the body Is received by two beard-
ed attendants at the entrance lo tha
towers, and that by them the atrood
is removed and then vulture do the
rest. This ia probably what happened
that day.

All I could note on this occasion was
a sudden movement of the vultures
in the pa.m trees. There seemed lo
be hundreds of them. Tbey paused
for a minute on the outer edge of or.e
of the towers acd then disappeared

; within. In a tew minute they ra--
j appeared.

Tbe Parse method of disposing of
the dead Is. perhaps, aa the Parsees
say, more sanitary ttaa the Christian
bunal In tte earth, or even than the
Hindu cremation It meta the tenet

' of ibeir faith that fire, water and earth
j are too sacred to be polluted But

the western mind caxnot become ac--
! customed to IL
j In conclusion, it may be said that

there are other New Year observ- -

anc- - in India besides the New Year
of the Christians. Mohammedans Hin-
dus and Parseca There is a Chinese
colosy In Be ttinck street, Calcutta, axtd
tr.e Chinese there observe the New
Year as they do In the United State,
or in ar.y otter section of the worid
in which tier are four.d.

AUSTRIAN YOUTHS IN WAR

fantry regiment and fought and slept
with the soldier In tbe trvnetea The
boys who remained at heme look the
place of their lathers and brvihers woo
were at the front.

Ths story' ia told of a fourteen year- -

old youngster who all aiatM maacw4
the biggest aotel In Cxerxwrna. H
looked personally after hi two caafetar
and bookkeeper. Otter boy peddUed
goods among the soldiers and so
earned a good living for their mother.

Some became guide, and many aa
army automobile had as guide bright
achoolboy who sat beside tk causal-fea- r

and allowed him the right road.
It I aaid that when tk history at

this war Is wr.ttea the schoolboys ot
Ahttria will deserve a prominent place
In Its P4"e- -

Wautttul lrej City.
Agraav. la Croatia, is oa of the

most popular cilie tn Europe, becausve
rrr ago l puhllc-spirtte- d rlniaaa

bettnw a movesaetit and rarrtwd
oul or (Xtaxt parb.
Tt city baa a popahatHxi ot oUy
about Idu perww. bt vrywb
jt u know a and apokea of M the city
of beautiful parka Few prua gas
through oa a traia thai do at rstanv
They are drawn back by reaauss of
tie beauty of the park. Tb city i

pant txwtw than on ullsoa rifaara ;

lo t tt oS proprtiy.

Hindu mourners, with their respective j
'

burdens at the burnlnf gtat. j The Austrian newspapers are devot- -

.Valabar hill is the cbiue spot over-- ; ir.g ctmiderabSe space at present to
looking the Arabian sea Within tho j the part played by schoolboy 1a the
cemetery grounds are f&gstone steps. pren war. They are aCecUonateiy
shaded walks and arbors and bowers J tetu. . the war hoys" and tn the op--

luxuriant vegetation covers the eratior.s in ww-- s lial-.ci- tbey were
rock, and there Is nerylblng that of great ssnsianc to the troop
goes to make a beauiilul garden of f In acme of the artillerv battica, es- -

I 'any frock for I he young maid
could cot ymbol!x more clearly
youth and gayety and Irresponsibility
than they have this eaaon The thin-nea- t

aud most vapory of material!
hare divld-- d honor with lace In
point of favor for making them. And
everywhere silver and fold-threa-

lace lend sparkle to the feneraJ radi-
ance of white and light colon In the
eheercst material.

One of the prettiest U made of
white net and ventc lace. A fine
quality of roll might be used instead
of the net. with food effect. Two-!nr-h

tucks, with spares of equal width be-
tween, are hemstitched In the mate-
rial, covering all the surface The
aklrt l short and round and the bod
Ice is t ut l:i the surplice fashion, with
th tucks In both running around the
figure There Is a crushed girdle of
aoft wide satin ribbon about the
waist. Very short sleeve, that hardly
mount to more than a cap over th

arms, are finished uh a frill of tare
whlrh extends only half way round
them.

Over this dress a Ions siralght- -

nanging and sleeveless, coat Is worn.

Some Pretty

There la actually no pan of the ap-

parel of women, from hsad to feet, la
which ribbons ai not playing a promt
Bent role this season. The pal ran
aaint of weaving, or tbe goddess of the
looms, appears lo have turned mp
clal attention to the fostering of this
particular article of adornment. The
reault la that tha beauty of ribbons
baa compelled attention and Inspired
their universal uae. They crown the
head and clothe the feet and touch up
all tha belonging of womankind.'

Juat a few of the pretty things that
have kept tbe ribbon business brisk
re shown In the picture given above.

These lnrludo a pair of boudoir slip-
pers with heels, and a pair wltboat
them, a pair of (altera with small
pendant aachet bag. and a ribbon bag

Tbe last la suited to many purposes,
but Is found chiefly useful for carry-
ing the necessary accessories to eve-
ning parties. There la an immense
variety In ribbon bags. Including those
aoade for shopping and those for hold-
ing gloves, handkerchiefs, slip; era.
toilet articles, etc. Ilesldes these
there are workbags with fittings re-
quired for mending or sewing But
they are frivolous looking aflalrs. so

ribbon with Seating ends are caught
to tbe coat at the shoulders They
are of narrow ribbon, matching tbe
girdle tn color, lilac k velvet ribbon
may be used for them and for the
girdle If a touch of dignity Is needed
to adapt this gown to an older wearer.

In the party gown pictured above,
silver thread lace edges the underskirt
of thin crepe or satin A wide over-
dress of chiSon is edged with a satin-covere- d

cord at the bottom CblBon
rose3 decorate the bodice and are re-

peated in a wreath in the hair ThlB
is one of those very dainty frocks
whose usefulness begins and ends
with evening dress. The gown previ-
ously d scribed may be worn both
for afternoon and evening.

In January the new "lingerie"
gowns will appear for the use of those
who Journey South They are In ihe
making and awaited with tbe keenest
Interest, for they are the most adapt-
able and refined of dainty ihlngs Hut
they will not displare the party frocks
of tutlo and lace, given over to alrl-tie- s

and sparkle which make a grace

Ribbon Things

gay and pretty that It Is bard to be--

lleve their Ititentton lo be useful la
serious

Ready-mad- soles are bought for
making tbe ribbon slippers, and they
are covered on the inside with plain j

satin ribbon. Flowered and brocaded !

patterne lined with the plain sateen i

ribbon are used for the upper part.
This la cut In the proper shape and
aewed by hand to the soles A rery j

oarrow ribbon quilling usually finishes J

the edges of these gayly attractive
;

allppera.
Tbe (altera are made by shirring

narrow aatln ribbon t usually In two
colors) over Bat elastic, flows and
rosettes finish them, and the addition
of tiny sachets Is a new touch.

Colored applique trimming, such aa
was used a number of years ago. haa
been seen upon one recently created
gown It la doubtful, however. If It

ill succeed In establishing Itself In
this season of comparative severity.

In tho season; but ostrich plnmage haa
come to clay. In some few Instances
ostrich banding Is bring use.) to bor-
der evening dresses and wrap

Maaims at tha Mesllet.
Very pointed and Very Haling tunica

are among the prettiest of tha season
Tha bretelle corsage la yowthfnl and

pretty and roatrtaute a touch of

Tha aw Uiiored aalta will be abort
44. aiatoM

flowera. pecially those which centered around
The towers of pller.ee, of which j Ciemovitt and Welab. rg schoolboy

there are five, are hardly towers at in large cumber braved the sheila and
all They are about feet tn cir- - carried water and ammunition for the
cumfertnee and perhaps Si feet high. '

tru.ii .

The material la whitrashed stone After a ha'.tle they'wculd go over the
and cement or mortar A near ap field and gather pieces f shrapnel and
proarh to the towers not alios ed the shell of cartridgr-- to be made
to strangers to ibe Parsee creed, nor ' over again Into ammunition Occa-I- s

entrance permitted to the fire tem- j sionally a boy thus sj. r Seed his life,
pie. where the sacred fire Is kept alive j tut this did not deter the ardor of hi
and seven kinds of lnce r.se are burned. : companions

A nuclei of the towers Is ahowc In Many of tte boys followed the in- -

THE BRAVEST FLOWERS.
December I not all bleak winter here, by any mrana. The earlier daya

the registry Mom and an attendant eg- - j

plains them to visitors Tbe attend
ant explained to me tte circular row

which the bodies were placed one
for the children, one lor the women
and one for the men When the bodies
have been stripped of their Cesfaly
covering by Ihe vulture, which take j

perhaps half an hour, the bone re
main for a while, and are then
dropped Into a well tn the center,
which la provided with drains and
water flushes. Charcoal I the chief
purifier.

On thl New Tear day there was a
Parse funeral, which could be ob-

served only at respectful distanc.
There were the four professional body
bearer, with the bier on their shoul-
ders, and a procession Of perhapa Cfty

uuoi ai ias jaca rroai repeateaiy

wit at esse paid.

ratarfd ta piac mt tb ft t kaaat mt

are onen mini ana pleasant, ana in naraier reminders or toe garden year :

take prompt advantage of any During the drst week ol ,

tbe month I have found scabious, candytuft and galllardta In comfortable
bloom. Of course, I eipect to see pansies cienlng every month In the year.
and have not often been disappointed. Then the wallflower, bless them! do ;

mn n'jini winirr 01 any importance
im-ie-s iiiesa ioiu iDeuii;iiii j avu an cosixnas uay. ia wv 01 xn nappy
Hreete Hill garden years. I have found and gloatingly taken to the home
guests assembled, flowers of the pansy. Ihe English daisy and th wallflower.
These latest fowem are doubly appreciated, and have an appeal not poaaeased
by the great. rlh greenhouse ror one buy. J. Horace McFarlaad in tbe
''ountryalde Magaslae.

LONDON LIGHTS ARE COSTLV.
At Wlllrsden police court Philip llorgrhimer. a Oertttaa baker (nat-

uralised of Malvern road. Ml bum. waa Bued t:i for failing lo red tte hi
ahop lighting

It waa atated by the police thai Ihe defendant had a very bright light la
hi window, and every time he was rawtluaed be pul ap a shad, r moving tt
gain Immediately Ike ofllcer turned bin back Mbea told thai be wowld b
uutuooed ha replied: "HelL I aaual Mil say rake. Oa tk algal of lb

last raid hie light waa pantcalarly bright.
Tk defendant avail hi ills, also a Urataa. lo aay that h waa toss bway

snaking braad for hi ctouett lo attad la ruwrt

InteeweoR ktra.
Tala Iwachrooai profrtvicar adv
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-- I oat what war baa t do
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ila at war auk a nvai rurastaroa tk strwei."

rd Pact.
play ia aU boat a prts

kw M mjr kaax
sain mSmX lkwa xms'ss!'
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Dress Luxuries
Kleganee has superseded the sim-

plicity of the last several seasons, and
the chief herald of tha return of the
laiurloui in dress la the oatrlch plume,
ao strangely and uues,prtetly barred
k the world's greatest designers of
clothes for some tlsaa past. Oetrtrti
-- fanries." Ilpe and pluasee are all In
atrder. True, the pluasae are not all
mt saaaasoth pro portion a, mar are wll-la-

ptaaaaa to Im worn fcy really raah
Iganhla waasM). aalaatt wUlawa akoaM
aMfBiclXif awtar MUtoatTtMMI ksiar

A la of tit waa tSBpoaed. wkkh tb

A tsotar drtv wfcaal raa b
tB ilaai Mcjrct'i to aoavan at

Matr
Hit baea a rkaku a mj at
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